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Lighting
Navarro used compact fluorescent recessed 
lights throughout the living area but speced 
longer-lasting LED bulbs for the taller 
ceiling, where they are harder to replace. 
The Cree LED lights—LLF LR6 12-watt can 
inserts in standard insulation-contact (IC) 
cans—have a 25-year life span and produce 
less heat than compact fluorescent, 
incandescent, and halogen bulbs. 
919.991.0700. www.creells.com. Circle 377.

Countertops 
Raised wood counters were reclaimed from 
a 100-year-old barn. Work-height counter-
tops are Squawk Mountain Stone, 
hand-cast from recycled paper, recycled 
glass, coal fly ash, and cement. The 
material is finished with Jamo’s water-
based, low-VOC Stone Specific sealer. 
Squawk Mountain Stone: 425.486.3417. 
www.tmi-online.com. Circle 378. Jamo: 
800.826.6852. www.jamoinc.com. Circle 379.

it as ahead of its time,” says Navarro, 
who spent about $1,000 for the LEED 
certification. “We took a bit of a hit to 
offer it at this price, but we want it to 
stay competitive.” 

The asking price of $379,000, which 
includes the custom build-out of a 
470-square-foot space atop the detached 
garage, is commensurate with other 
non-LEED contemporary townhomes in 
the area.

“The house has been a great identity 
piece for people to learn about green 
architecture,” says listing agent Frank 
Petrouskie, sales associate for McGraw 
Realtors. “They’re not used to seeing a 
grass roof and geothermal. But the 
interest we’ve gotten tells us that people 
want to educate themselves.”

Cheryl Weber is a freelance writer in 
Lancaster, Pa.

✳ For more case studies,  
visit ecohomemagazine.com.



OVERSET

Tankless Water Heater
The gas-fired T-K3 water heater is 80%-plus 
efficient, according to Takagi. It activates at 0.5 
gpm, which allows for the use of low-flow fixtures 
in the bath, and can be converted to a direct-vent 
model. 888.882.5244. www.takagi.com. Circle xxx. 


