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A 520-square-foot
“mini-loft” uses storage
to separate public and
private realms. A teak
divider stows the TV
while preserving views,
and lacquer cabinets
under windows promote
the illusion of length.

A prewar Greenwich Village
apartment was pared to white
walls and ebony-stained floors.
An etched glass pocket door
hides the kitchen as needed.
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in a house. “If you’re doing minimalist architecture, the focus turns to this functional thing if it’s been put in a
spot where you have to look at it,” he says. “There are all these layers, which you can easily let go of and end
up with a space that’s much less pleasant to be in.”

light box

Those who hire Messana O’Rorke Architects are drawn to that purity and rigor. One client, Michael Jones,
had planned to buy a loft but settled instead on a prewar Greenwich Village apartment. It was tired-looking but
had good bones, and he was looking for something “high-quality, clean, and considered” in the renovation. “I
wasn’t sure I’d be able to get to the spareness I really wanted, but they helped me get there,” Jones says. The
new dwelling is both serene and visually surprising, with dark-stained wood floors, pure white walls stripped
of trim, a white marble bathroom, and white lacquered cabinets. The architecture becomes a container for

the texturally rich furnishings and a pristine backdrop tuned to the subtle and changing light. “Color creates
atmospheres and moods you may not want 24/7, whereas bright white shows the form,” O’Rorke says. “And
shadows change color constantly.”

Messana and O’Rorke have only
recently begun to break free of the limbo
between architecture and interior design
that many urban architects experience. For
a while, interior designers didn’t think of
them as interior designers, and architects
didn’t think of them as architects. Now
that they’ve completed several ground-up
projects, their goal is to see their ideas
realized on increasingly larger scales.
But they’re not stressed out about how to
get there. “At the moment our work feels
good,” Messana says. “We’re doing what
we like to do.”
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