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Velux. The electrochromic
SageGlass skylight can be tinted
with the touch of a button,
reducing solar heat gain by

75 percent while maintaining the
sky view. An automatic timer lets
users program the glass to darken
during specified times of the day.
The glass has a double

low-E coating that's balanced to
let in natural light while limiting
solar gain. 800-888-3589. www.
veluxusa.com. Circle 156.

NanaWall Systems. The
Segmented Curves vanishing

glass wall system on this

California home has nine
angle changes, bringing in
more daylight than a flat wall
while redefining the bound-
aries between indoors and
out. The Energy Star-rated
glass, which balances solar
gain and U-value, is held in an
SL70 thermally broken
aluminum-frame folding
system. 800-873-5673. www.
nanawall.com. Circle 157.

transmitted. Manufacturers of translucent
solutions such as polycarbonate also typically
list VT levels for their products in varying thick-
nesses and tints.

San Francisco builder David Warner,
owner of Redhorse Constructors, takes perfor-
mance measures a step further. He often sends
a physical house model to Pacific Gas & Energy,
the local utility, to evaluate daylighting effects.
“They will model your project with light all
day and give you back a film showing how
light penetrates your structure,” he says.

Brown predicts the next decade will
deliver more daylighting products with
advanced coatings and smart glass that
responds to the light level. “These technologies
exist now; it’s just a cost question,” he says.

In the meantime, pros have plenty of
high- and low-tech options to keep homes
bright and open while maintaining aesthetics
and optimizing energy efficiency. BP

For more manufacturers of and information
on windows, visit www.ebuild.com.
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